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Editor’s Notice

The Desert Dust is published monthly 
except July and August by El Korah 
Shriners at 1118 W Idaho St, Boise, ID 
83702.

All articles, events, activities, 
announcements and pictures are due 

 by the 20th of the month. Pictures can 
include a caption as appropriate.

Email your submission to:
gsbetts@msn.com   - or -  

elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com 

Or you can drop them off in the Desert 
Dust mailbox at El Korah.

Please be sure to double check your 
submission for grammar and spelling. 

Hospital Board Members
Salt Lake City . . . . . . Ray Westmoreland
Portland . . . . . Rick Holloway - Chairman
Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Triplett
Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Mastropaolo

Phone Numbers
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-0571
Oasis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-1341
Events: Circus/Football . . (208) 333-8350

Desert Dust
Co-Editor . . . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway, PP

elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com
Co-Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Betts

gsbetts@msn.com

Your 2022 Shrine Dues 
were due by 12/31/21. If you do not 
have a current dues card, you are 
delinquent. Avoid the dreaded NPD 
list and contact the Recorder’s Office 
today (343-0571).

Did you know that El Korah’s budget 
relies on its members keeping their 
membership current? Paying your 
dues on time helps pay our bills and 
keeps our doors open. 

ommon entsC C

Visit one of the Common Cents stores soon!
6 in Pocatello, 3 in Idaho Falls,

Others in Logan and Brigham City, Utah. 

Common Cents is a Significant Contributor
To the El Korah Patient Travel Fund

www.commoncentsstores.com

Wednesday May 11th, 7:30 pm
Attend in Person or Via Zoom (see Constant Contact notice)

MayStated Meeting

DESERT DUST

To that

undiscovered country

Advertise Your Business
in the Desert Dust!

Reach out to the Nobility, Ladies and 
friends in the online and printed 
versions of the Desert Dust. El Korah 
publishes 10  annually.newsletters

For a member-owned business
a regular-sized ad is just

$50.00 per year

Contact the Recorder’s Office for 
larger ads, single issue ads, and ads for 
non-member owned businesses. 

Submit your ad to the Desert Dust 
today!

Larry Hammett . . . . . . . . . . 3/30/2022

mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
mailto:elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com
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Potentate’s Message 

by Ill. Sir Dale Rutter

I want to thank all the Nobles, Ladies, and friends who were 
able to attended the Potentate’s Nobility Ball for a great 
evening. I also want to thank those who helped put it 
together. 

May 5th is Cinco de Mayo day and El Korah will be 
celebrating starting at 6:30 pm in the Tiger Room for $15. 
Tacos and Margaritas are included. 

The North/South Shrine football game in Twin Falls is 
coming up on May 30th. I will be driving the Shrine van to 
the game and back that day. If you like a ride to the game 
please contact the Recorder’s Office. 

The El Korah Shrine Circus will be in Idaho June 13 - 19. If 
you want to be a part of the circus travel team, please contact 
the Circus Chairman Wayne Foster, High Priest & Prophet. 
We need volunteers to sign up for the Treasure Valley area 
performances that will be held at the Idaho Center in Nampa 
June 17 - 19. 

Hope to see you at these events.

 Another busy month has flown by. Iras Guard held a Bunco 
Night on April 8th and they had a great turn out and lots of 
fun. 

Idaho Power held an after hours gathering, great turn out. 

The Potentates Ball was April 16th. What a great evening! 
About 80 people attended to enjoy great food by Goodwood 
Catering, great music from Rockn Rooster, lots of dancing, 
and just an all around great time. Thank you to everyone 
who helped in making this event a smashing hit. 

Upcoming events:

May 7th - A Comedy Night: the Game Changer Improv will 
perform at El Korah. The show starts at 7:00 pm. Come 
and enjoy some off-the-cuff comedy. 

May 8th - Most importantly, DO NOT forget May 8th. Be 
sure and celebrate MOTHERS DAY. If it wasn’t for our 
mothers, we wouldn’t be here. So be sure and show them 
they are loved. 

May 20th - Membership will be holding a Puzzle 
Competition as a fund raiser at 6:00pm. This is a family 
oriented event, so bring everyone. 

May 30th - What can be said?? Be sure and take a moment 
and pay tribute to all the Military Personal who made the 
Ultimate Sacrifice for our Great Country. 
GOD BLESS THEM ALL!!

Recorder’s Corner
by Doug Blandford, Recorder 

Shriners Receive An 
Extra 10% Discount

(208) 461-6101
Fax 461-9738    

4500 E Greenhurst Rd
Nampa, Idaho 83686       

ADAMS
GARDENS
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Salt Lake Shrine Hospital Report 

by Ill. Sir Ray Westmoreland

Shriners Childrens - SLC is very grateful to the Cameleers 
of El Korah for starting a Shriners fund raiser benefitting 
the adaptive bike program at Salt Lake City. Utah, 
Wyoming, and Colorado already have fund raisers that 
bring in thousands to benefit our Kids with wheelchairs, 
prosthetics, rehab and many other things. 

El Korah does a great job of providing travel assistance to 
our patients, but does not send any money to the hospitals. 
Our East West football game adds to our travel fund and is 
the only charitable fund raiser we have. We are very 
grateful to the  Elite Blacklight Patrol, the Provost Guard, 
Gold Rush, Greeters, Sand Duners, Twin Falls Shrine Club,  
Snake River Shrine club, Tin Lizzies and several other 
clubs and units who occasionally make donations to our 
hospital programs. The  Baron’s Car Club, through the El 

Korah Classy Car club, ended their charitable event due to 
the building construction next door to El Korah. Over 5 
years, they averaged almost $20,000 in annual donations. 

We hope every club and unit starts a fund raising page to 
support this Biking for Kids event. We are glad to hear that 
the Provost Guard and the Players are excited to help.

So please do two things:

Go to https;//donate.lovetotherescue.org/team/417178 
and donate.

Go to  to register for the bike ride. $35 includes T-shirt 
and goody bag. 

The Salt Lake City Board of Governors thanks you in 
advance for supporting our Shrine Kids. 

Several other metrics are showing improvement at the 
Portland hospital.  Referrals are increasing over 2021 levels 
as well as the number of new patients and the surgical wait 
list.  Our revenue remains strong and draw on the endowment 
remains at the low levels we experienced in 2021.

In addition to preparing for our Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Health Care Organizations (TJC) survey as 
mentioned last month, we are also working on certification 
from the American College of Surgeons.  This was originally 
planned to happen in summer 2020 but COVID prevented the 
certification review from happening.  

We are nearing the deadline for Nobles wishing to serve the 
Portland Hospital as a member of the Board of Governors 
next year to submit their applications.  A letter has been sent 
out to all nine Shrine temples in our catchment area seeking 
Nobles who wish to make a direct difference in the 
governance of a Shrine hospital.  If you have any questions 
about the Portland Hospital or are interested in serving on the 
Board, please contact one of the current Board members 
(Dave Triplett, Mike Mastropaolo, and myself).  

Portland Shrine Hospital Report
by Ill. Sir Rick Holloway, Board of Governors Chairman

It has been another busy month for Shriners Children’s 
Portland!  We filled some key positions in the hospital with 
leaders hired in marketing, human resources, and donor 
development.  The labor market in Portland is as tight as it is 
in the Boise area and we are lucky to have hired some highly 
talented individuals to these positions. 

The new Medford clinic is still exceeding expectations in 
operational metrics.  Additionally, the outreach clinic in 
Bellingham, WA has resumed.  We just hired a new physician 
liaison for the Seattle area and expect to have referrals 
increase from the northern I-5 corridor.  The fracture clinic 
continues to grow beyond budget and above last year's totals.  
We expect this venture to continue to grow as more and more 
people are recognizing Shriners as the place to be to take 
your kids.
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Chaplain’s Corner
by David Triplett, Chaplain

Mother’s Day celebrations go back to ancient times when 
Greeks and Romans held festivals in honor of the mother 
goddesses Rhea and Cybele. However, the early Christian 
festival known as “Mothering Sunday” stands as the 
modern precursor. This European tradition fell on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent. Many believed the faithful would 
return on this day to their “mother church”— the main 
church near their home — for a special service. 

The Mothering Sunday tradition shifted over time into a 
more secular holiday where children would give their 
mothers flowers and other gifts. This custom would blend 
into American Mother’s Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

 American author Anna Jarvis and poet Julia Ward Howe, 
who wrote “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” lobbied to 
make Mother’s Day a national holiday — urging prominent 
Americans to join the effort.  By 1912 many states, towns, 
and churches had adopted Mother’s Day as an annual 
event. Jarvis also started the Mother's Day International 
Association. 

President Wilson would soon establish the second Sunday 
in May as Mother’s Day in 1914. Hallmark began selling 
Mother’s Day cards in the early 1920s. Jarvis' love affair 
with the holiday she worked so hard to start, did not last, 
and she eventually grew to resent its commercial appeal.

Of the many key Mothers of the Bible, I selected Jochebed, 
the mother of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. She is one of the 
underappreciated mothers in the Bible, yet she also showed 
tremendous faith in God. To avoid the mass slaughter of 
Hebrew boys, she set her baby Moses adrift in the Nile 
River hoping that someone would find him and raise him. 
God so worked that her baby was found by the Pharaoh’s 
daughter. Jochebed even became her own son’s nurse, 
ensuring that Israel’s great leader would grow up under the 
Godly influence of his mother during his most formative 
years.

God used Moses mightily to free the Hebrew people from 
their 400 year bondage to slavery and take them to the 
Promised Land. The writer of Hebrews pays tribute to 
Jochebed (Hebrews 11:23) showing that her faith allowed 
her to see the importance of saving her child’s life so that 
he might, in turn, save his people. 

Although little is written about Jochebed in the Bible, her 
story speaks powerfully to the mothers of today. 

Duner’s Doings
by Doug Blandford, President

What A busy month! 

We had our Tech Day April 9th, 
so our small cars and our 
Mother Buggy are ready for the 
Parade Season. 

We also held our Annual Fish Fry at Sue and Garland’s 
Ranch. There was lots of good food and comradery. 

Thank You to Mike Cunningham for the use of his shop at 
Excel Equip. It was great to work inside out of the weather. 
Thank you! 

Now to get drivers together for the parade season. We are 
looking forward to lots of fun this season!

The Elite Black Light Patrol made two donations of $7,500 
to the Portland Hospital and the Salt Lake Hospital. The 
Black Light Patrol also did the Arch of Steel for the 
Nobility Ball with great success. I would like to thank all 
the members of the Black Light Patrol for stepping up and 
helping at the different events throughout this year so far! 
Thank you all for your continued support and participation. 

Many of the Black Light Patrol members will be 
participating in the upcoming Harry Black Scottish Rite 

th th
Reunion on May 14 -15 . 

ndThe Black Light Patrol Picnic will be August 22  at VFW 
Post 63 at 6:00 pm. Let President Mischa Brady or Vice 
President Ric Bobier now if you would like to attend and 
see what the Black Light Patrol is all about. 

Black Light Patrol
by Mischa Brady, President

Guns & Ammo
Buy, Sell or Trade
Bob Julian
rmjulian@aol.com

208-863-4626
Phone or Text

Boise, Idaho

We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer
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El Korah Membership
by Dave Brannan, Membership Chairman

th
The All-Masonic Information Night was held on April 19  
at 6:30 pm, we had a few Masons and their families in 
attendance. We had visiting dignitaries: 

Illustrious Sir Rick Holloway, Right Worshipful Junior 
Grand Warden and Justin Boyer, Rite Worshipful 
District Deputy Grand Master for District 5 
representing the Idaho Grand Lodge

Queen Linda Gray, Princess Tirzah Garianne Erwin, 
and Princess Badoura Terri Brannan representing 
the Daughters of the Nile. 

The event was emceed by Illustrious Sir Garland Risner 
and presentations for the various Masonic Bodies were 
made by:

Dave Brannan – Freemasons

Bob Julian – Scottish Rite

Barry Newell – York Rite

Arlen Marshall – Masonic Youth Groups (DeMolay, 
Jobs Daughters and Rainbow Girls)

Terri Brannan – Daughters of the Nile

Connie Sperlazza – Shriners Hospital for Children (a 
very impactful presentation, as always)

Garland Risner – Shriners International. 

A BIG THANK YOU! to all of the speakers who gave 
their time and talent to present information and represent 
our Masonic Organizations.    

I made Masonic Education presentations about the Shrine 
this month to Capital 93, and Oriental 60. We are hoping to 
continue making the same presentation to the other blue 
lodges in the area. 

We had our second gift card drawing at the April 2022 
Stated meeting where a $25 Cabela’s gift card for attending 
the Stated Meeting was given to Mike Masterepolo (Mike 
gave the card back for the drawing in May). Please join us 
at the May stated meeting for a chance to win your gift 
card.

We are also giving a $25 Cabela’s gift card to any top line 
signers of new Nobles, if you know a Mason that would 
make a good Shriner, ask him to join us. If you know one, 
ask one, “Just One.”

A small Cigar Group meeting was hosted by Shawn 
McWilliams (this was their second meeting) at the 
Sturman’s Smoke Shop at 4204 W. Chinden on Sunday 

thApril 24  at 3:30 pm to select officers, define their by-laws 

and identify members for the new “El Korah Mystic Cigar 
Band Club.” The next event for this group will be held on 

th
Sunday May 15  at Sturman’s (or an alternative location). 
More to follow.   

An El Korah Shrine Game group meeting was held in 
preparation for creating a new club that will be called the 
El Korah Shrine Game Club. The meeting was held on 

stApril 21  at 6:00 pm in the El Korah Tiger room. This 
group is for enthusiasts of Electronic games and Board 
games. We are working to make the card room available 
for use by this group and expect it too be ready for play in 
the next month or two. 

The following officers were identified: 

Ray Breshears-President

Skylor Lenz-Vice President

Anthony Patterson- Secretary/Treasurer

The following individuals also joined the group: 

Dave Brannan

Don LaFave 

We also reviewed and defined the By-Laws for the Club. 

The first activity for this Club, after getting approval from 
the Illustrious Potentate Dale Rutter, will be a “FAMILY 

thPuzzle Night FUNdraiser“ that will be held on May 20  at 
6:00 pm in the El Korah Tiger Room. See the flyer for this 
event in this edition of the Desert Dust for details.

In June will be holding a group get together for individuals 
that are interested in starting an El Korah Shrine 
Sportsman’s group that will be for those who enjoy “All 
Sports Activities”. The intent is to have Sport Specific 
Activity Leaders that will work to schedule various 
sporting activities that members of the club can attend. I 
would like to start with a group bike ride to the Ram on 
Broadway for lunch. Those on the west side of town will 
start at the Glenwood Bridge and those on the east side 
will start at Bown Crossing (or somewhere close to the 
greenbelt). Participants will return to their starting point 
after lunch. Look for more details to follow. 

We are continuing to make ourselves known in the Blue 
Lodges by promoting Shrine activities and by presenting 
our Masonic Education piece there about: Shriners 
International, Shriners Children’s, and the El Korah Shrine 
to the Blue Lodges in the area.  
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Snake River Shrine Club
by Ill Sir Dale Rutter, Potentate

What a great night at the Snake River Shrine Club at the meet and greet with the players selected from the area to play in the 
Shrine football game in Baker, Oregon in August. The guest speaker was Tim Wrightman, the 1985 Chicago Bears Superbowl 
Champion Tight End. 
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Daughters of the Nile
by Terri Brannan, Princess Badoura

Greetings on behalf of the ladies of Iras Temple No. 40, 
Daughters of the Nile.  We have had a busy few weeks with 
the election and installation of officers, fundraisers, sewing 
for the hospital and the many hours members spent in club 
meetings and practices for upcoming performances. 

The Iras Temple Guards sponsored a Bunco night on April 
th7  at the El Korah Shrine.  Ladies from the Temple as well 

as family members and friends from the community were 
treated to a baked potato bar followed by several fast-
moving rounds of the popular dice game.  The event was 
enjoyed by all and the Guards have promised to host again 
in the fall.

Our monthly sewing day was well attended with projects 
being completed for donation to the Salt Lake City facility.  
Several of our members also enjoyed a game of pinochle 
before we celebrated our April birthdays with a delicious 
cake baked by our Princess Vicki Tiner.

There are lots of fun activities planned for this spring and 
summer.  Thus far the schedule includes wine tasting at 

thVizcaya Winery May 6 , visiting the Idaho Historical 
ndMuseum on June 2  and a Sunday Brunch at the Parma 

th. Ridge Winery on July 10  Individual members are also 
hosting what we call “Pop Up Patio Parties” at their homes 
throughout the summer.

We are looking forward to the annual Supreme Session in 
Dallas this summer.  The Supreme Session was cancelled 
the past two years due to Covid concerns and we are 
thankful for the opportunity to once again gather with 
ladies from our 131 Temples.

Thank you for your continued support of our ladies and the 
work we do.  Look for more Nile news and upcoming 
events in future issues of the Desert Dust.

BOISE’S BEST PRIME RIB!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH
HAPPY HOUR - DINNER

Mon - Fri: 11:00 am - Close
Sat: 10:00 am - Close

Sun: Closed

208-344-WINE (9463)
110 S. 5th St., Boise, ID 83702www.capitolcellarsllc.com

Game Changer Improv
by Skylor Lenz, Assistant Director

Join us for our live Improv Shows. The first one is Saturday, 
May 7th. Doors open at 6:00 pm and the show starts at 7:00 pm.
Go to  for tickets.  EventBrite.com

Commercial and Residential Cleaning Services
Commercial and Residential Carpet Cleaning

Owner: Glen and Darla Butz
208-724-7619
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Twin Falls Shrine Club
by Bob Cannon, Secretary

It is now the time of year for Parades for the Club to have 
their equipment in to advertise what we do so well. We need 
drivers for many of our vans, little cars, and equipment. We 
also need Shrine personnel to ride in the Vans.

We need Shriners and upcoming Shriners to Step Up and 
Help if we are going to make this the best year yet.

All other Clubs and Units are welcome as well. Please 
contact one of our Officers:  

President: Danny Harkins . . . . . . . dharkins4@aol.com

LStone@idaho-law.comVice President: Laird Stone . . .
Treasure: Rick Rowe . . . . . . . . . tango@magiclink.com

Secretary: Bob Cannon. . . . . . . . BobC@bobcannon.co

A BIG THANK YOU to all who came and helped at the 
2022 North/South Shrine Football Cookout on April 18th. 
Danny Harkins - President, Laird Stone - Vice President and 
Ambassador, Rick Rowe - Treasurer and Ambassador, 
Kris Carney, Mark Graybeal, Alex Lewis, Bob Nelson, 
Ray Westmoreland, and Ray Breshears. 
You helped bring a lot of FUN to our community!

Upcoming Events:

May 30th 2022 North/South Shrine Football Game at 
Twin Falls High School. The 8-man game 
at 3:30 pm has been cancelled. The 11-man 
game is at 6:00 pm. Workers need to be there 
at 4:00 pm to get set up.

June 14th Western Days Parade. Line up at 7:00 am on 
Falls Ave. Sign up just behind the Firehouse.

Come on out and let’s do what Shriners do . . .  Have Fun!!

Gold Rush Shrine Club
by Dave Triplett, Chaplain

Gold Rush Shrine Club met today (April 10, 2022).  It was 
snowing so we were surprised to find twenty in attendance.  
We celebrated Joe and Norma Randall's sixty-third Wedding 
Anniversary with cake and a stuffed Elvis bear singing, 
“Love Me Tender” to Norma. 

Misha Brady is our President and he welcomed everyone and 
introduced Past Potentate Joe Randall, Past Grand Master 
Dave Triplett, and Divan Members Ric Bobier, Dave 
Brannnan, and Doug Blanford. He then introduced 
Illustrious Sir Dale Rutter who greeted us all and thanked us 
for making the trek up to Idaho City through the snow. 

As Chaplain of El Korah I was honored to give the sermon 
concerning Palm Sunday, which we were celebrating today.  
After the sermon, we passed the collection basket for the El; 
Korah Patient Travel Fund and ended up with $70.00 to 
present to El Korah. Thank you Nobles for your generosity.

We then enjoyed a fabulous meal of roast beef, vegetables, 
roll with butter, and a vanilla cake.  All of this for only 
$12.50 and provided by a former Shrine patient who now 
owns Trudy’s Restaurant in Idaho City. 

Please feel free to join us for our next meeting in Idaho City 
on May 22, 2022.  The dues are only $10.00 a year and the 
fellowship is something to behold. I don’t know what the 
menu will be yet but I promise you that the food will be well 
worth your $12.50 

Noble Mitch Davis and Lady Sue had the Gold Rush shirts 
we ordered last meeting, so everyone left with a smile. 
Thank you Noble Mitch and Lady Sue for taking care of us. 

El Korah Chaplain Dave Triplett delivering the Palm Sunday
Sermon at the Gold Rush Shrine Club meeting

mailto:dharkins4@aol.com
mailto:dharkins4@aol.com
mailto:LStone@idaho-law.com
mailto:tango@magiclink.com
mailto:BobC@bobcannon.co
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