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Editor’s Notice

The Desert Dust is published 
monthly, except July and August.

Submissions are Due by 
the of the Month

 
20th

Please be prompt!! Remember, the 
Editor is volunteering his time to 

publish the newsletter. 

Pictures should include a caption, 
if appropriate. 

Email your submission to Gary at

gsbetts@msn.com 

Hospital Board Members
Salt Lake City . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Brannan

Portland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway

Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Randall

Phone Numbers
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-0571
Events: Circus/Football . . . . (208) 333-8350

Desert Dust
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Betts

gsbetts@msn.com

Assistant Editor . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway, PP
elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com

2024 Shrine Dues were due 

by 12/31/23. 

If you do not have a current 2024 
dues card, you are delinquent and 

cannot attend meetings, etc. 

Avoid the dreaded NPD list and 
contact the Recorder’s Office today 

(343-0571).

Did you know that El Korah’s 
budget relies on members paying 

their dues on time? 

You dues help pay our bills and 
keep our doors open. 

ommon entsC C

Visit one of the Common Cents stores soon!
6 in Pocatello and 3 in Idaho Falls

Others in Logan and Brigham City, Utah 

Common Cents is a Significant Contributor
To the El Korah Patient Travel Fund

www.commoncentsstores.com

Wednesday Mar 13th, 7:30 pm
Boise Masonic Center

March Stated Meeting

DESERT DUST

To that

undiscovered country

Advertise Your Business
in the Desert Dust!

Reach out to the Nobility, Ladies and 
friends in the online and printed 
versions of the Desert Dust. El Korah 
publishes 10  annually.newsletters

For a member-owned business
a regular-sized ad is just

$50.00 per year

Contact the Recorder’s Office for 
larger ads, single issue ads, and ads for 
non-member owned businesses. 

Submit your ad to the Desert Dust 
today!

Paul “Too Tall” Worrell. . . . . 2/5/2024

mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
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Potentate’s Message  by Ric Bobier

Units and Clubs meeting that was attended by many Nobles 
and a lot was accomplished. Thank you all for attending! 
The Sand Duners Sweetheart Masquerade Dinner, Auction 
and Dance was a fantastic enjoyable event, many members 
of the entire Unit pulled together and did an excellent job 
organizing and putting on this event and it was a fun 
evening. On Sunday the 11th we attended the Greeters 
Valentines Brunch, a fantastic Breakfast at the Riverside 
Hotel. Following that was the Super Bowl Party hosted by 
the El Korah Ambassadors. Both events were well attended 
by Nobles and their Lady’s and enjoyable times were had by 
all. We really appreciate everyone’s participation in these 
events and supporting our Temple Units. 

In mid-February, five members of the Divan and Past 
Potentate IS Dave Thomas braved the cold and snow in 
Billings, Montana, attending the Winter Session of PNSA. It 
was an Informative and fun gathering where we all had the 
opportunity to connect with our counterparts from the 
Northwest Shrine Temples.

Congratulations to Noble Joe Dalrymple and his lady Kim 
on being nominated and elected as the Lord and Lady of the 
Lake at the 2024 McCall Winter Carnival. Joe and Kim were 
escorted and accompanied by the El Korah Sidewinders. A 
great honor for them. Congratulations to you both and 
thanks to the Sidewinders!

The last weekend of February was the completion of the 
Black Light Patrol’s 2024 Crab Feeds. All six weekends over 
January and February were to a full house at the Scottish 
Rite Center, and King Crab Bob Julian and the Black Light 
Patrol and other Shrine Members and their ladies did a 
wonderful job and served close to nine hundred people in all 
six nights.

On Saturday the March 2nd, several members will be 
traveling to Twin Falls to help at the Annual Ice Breaker 
Event, which is always very well attended by the local Twin 
Falls area residents. It is a great money-making event for the 
Shrine Hospitals and offer additional  exposure for El Korah 
Shrine. 

Our March Stated Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 
13th. If the January and February Stated Meetings are any 
indication of our attendance, we look forward to seeing many 
Nobles at our March meeting. Our Noble Recorder and head 
Chef Wayne always has a superb meal for us and we would 
like you to come out to see your Brothers and exchange 
fellowship.

I would like to thank all the Nobility and their Ladies for 
attending many of our events and really helping us make this 
year a remarkable success. It has been tremendous to see so 
many out and it really adds to the fellowship and camaraderie 
of our fraternity. Thank you all so much!

We have many events on the horizon and some will be new 
ones for us. If there is anything any members of the Divan 
can do for you, please do not hesitate to let us know. We are 
eager to see you at the upcoming events. Please help us 
continue the momentum of success, camaraderie and 
fellowship. Thank you all for your dedication and service!

“Energize More in 2024"

Yours in Fellowship and Brotherhood,
Ric Bobier - Potentate

Greetings and a Happy 
March to each and every 
one of you. We hope this 
message finds you in great 
spirits and ready for the 
exciting events lined up for 
March, but first allow me to 
reflect on the Incredible 
accomplishments and 
fellowship that made 
February very memorable.

We started off with our 

March will kick off with the 
Greeters Monthly meeting at the 
Casa Mexico Restaurant on 
Fairview. Ill Sir Rick Holloway 
will be talking about the Portland 
Shrine Hospital happenings and a 
representative from the Ada 
County Highway District 
(ACHD) will discuss up and 
coming area roadwork projects 
around the valley. This one will 
be well worth your attendance.           
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Portland Shrine Hospital Report
by Ill Sir Rick Holloway

Your Portland Shrine Hospital followed a record-setting 
2023 with a slightly softer start in 2024 primarily due to 
some significant snow events in January which resulted in 
several cancellations. Accordingly, the January 2024 
numbers show slightly less revenue than budget but our 
average draw on the endowment per patient is now the 
lowest it has ever been.

For the year ending 2023, however, net patient revenue 
has had a 56 percent increase over the past five years. 
We've had nearly a 50 percent increase in unique patients 
over the last 6 years and are in the top 5 percent of all 
hospitals in patient satisfaction as measured by Press 
Ganey.

On February 24, 2024, the Portland Hospital celebrated 
its “Party of the Century-Putting Patients First for Over 
100 Years” in a gala event held at the Hilton Vancouver.  
The party was very well attended and, while the total 
raised at this event hasn't been finalized, it is expected we 
will have raised over $100,000 for the night.

If you are ready to head to Seattle for some play at the 
Nile Shrine golf course, you'll get your chance on May 
17, when the 2024 Shriners Children's Northwest Classic 
Golf Tournament will be held there in Mountlake Terrace, 
Washington.  The cost is $150 per player with a 4 person 
team scramble format.  Virtually all of the tournament 
proceeds go to support the Portland and Spokane Shrine 
hospitals.

If anyone has any questions about the Portland Hospital, 
please reach out to Joe Randall or I via text, email, or 
phone.  We are always willing to provide any additional 
information you may have regarding the Portland 
Hospital. At the end of this year, I will be leaving the 
Board after 9 years of service.  Interviews for my 
replacement will happen in in June/July so if you are 
interested in serving on the Portland Board, please contact 
the Recorder's office for application forms.

Salt Lake Shriners Children’s Clinic
by Dave Brannan, Assistant Rabban

The Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City continues 
to thrive in their new role as a clinic, and the Board of 
Governors continues to support them with that transition. 
The Board currently consists of 13 members, and we 
would like to see the board grow to full capacity at 18 
members. There are currently 10 Shrines on the SLC 
board. I am currently the only board member from the El 
Korah Shriners and we would like to see another Shriner 
from El Korah on the board. Ray Westmoreland has 

t
moved to Emeritus status this year after finishing his 9 th 
year on the board, and either one of us would be happy to 
share information on how you can apply for a position on 
the board.

Being on the board is a very gratifying experience.  The 
Board of Governors and the Staff at SCC in SLC are 
focused on the providing the “highest quality of care 
anywhere” and supporting their families during their 
treatment. Serving on the Board is a commitment of three, 
3-year terms. We meet at the facility every other month 
and via Team (online) meetings the other months in 
between.

The SLC facility is looking forward to it’s 100th year of 
service to children in 2025. Events and activities are being 
planned to celebrate this special anniversary.  Watch for 
upcoming events in future Desert Dust Articles.
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The 2024 El Korah Shrine Circus will be held from 

June 18th through June 23rd
 with dates, locations and times as shown:

Tue  June 18 Sandy Downs Arena . . . . . . Idaho Falls 
4pm and 7pm

Wed  June 19 Minidoka County Fairgrounds. . . Rupert
4pm and 7pm

Thu  June 20 Jerome County Fairgrounds . . . Jerome
4pm and 7pm

Fri  June 21 Grandstands at Expo Idaho . . . . . Boise
4pm and 7pm

Sat  June 22 Grandstands at Expo Idaho . . . . . Boise
11am and 3pm

Sun  June 23 Grandstands at Expo Idaho . . . . . Boise
2pm and 5pm

The Shrine Circus is our largest annual fundraising event. 
Proceeds directly support El Korah’s operations and 
volunteers are needed to help make it a success. We are still 
looking for volunteers to travel with the circus as well as 
volunteers for the local circus in Garden City. Go to 
Circus@elkorahshrine.com if you are available to help. 
Please consider doing whatever you can to support the Circus. 
A sign up sheet will be available at the next Stated meeting. 

El Korah Shrine Circus
by Dave Brannan, Chairman

El Korah Shrine
March Nobility Birthdays

Steven A Sterns

William H Bennett

Ronald Bishop

Bruce A Cole

Wes Morris

Garry D Black

Steven M Driscoll

James E Carpenter

Robert A Fisher

James C Robinson

Gregory L Winther

Daniel W Drefs

Don E McCormick

Arthur H Kilton

Raymond R Liercke

Shane Curry

John M Henry

John D Kerr

William E Grant

Douglas J Hammond

Adam P Vietti

Joe Corlett

Ronald L Lester PP

Joseph P Stinemates

Robert L Baker

John S Earl

James M Doering

Ray Westmoreland PP

Gregory Viertel

Stan H Detweiler

Charles R Madden

Ned D Millard

Mischa Brady

Danny L Harkins

Daniel D Siddall

Ronald J Wood

1 Mar
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2 Mar
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Take a moment to send a special greeting to 
our birthday brethren on their special Day!

mailto:Circus@elkorahshrine.com
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Come Play in the Desert June 1, 2024
El Korah’s Fun Ride

In the next month, I will be visiting with all of the 
Clubs and Units within El Korah about the events 
associated with “The El Korah Fun Ride” at 
Hemingway Butte Recreation Area in remote 
Owyhee County.

The fun will start on Friday May 31, 2024 with the 
Clubs and Units coming up to run the route and to 
setup signs and the registration area. Those that 
would like to Camp at the location and hang with all 
those Shriners that want to camp are more then 
welcome. Camping is free. Knowing the Nomads, 
we are sure to have a great time in camp. 

On Saturday, we will start welcoming guests to join 
the fun ride. Registration opens at 9:00 am and the 
ride moves out at 10:00 am. We will have raffle 
items and silent action items for people to check out 
and bid on. Breakfast items will also be available for 
purchase. 

The riders will leave for the ride between 10:00 and 
11:00 am with a planned arrival back at the 
registration area between 2:00 pm and 3:30 pm. The 
winners of the ride will be announced while 
everyone is doing their final bidding on the Silent 
Action items and buying additional raffle tickets. 
Dinner items will be available for purchase.  

Around 4:00 pm, the Silent Auction and Raffle items 
will be awarded, which will complete the day of the 
Fun Ride by 5:00 pm. 

Then the real fun starts. We’ll begin the break down 
of the registration area and then ramp up for an 
evening of relaxing and visiting. 

Sunday morning will break to the bustle of running 
the course again to cleanup the route and retrieve the 
signs and markers. Once the route and the 
registration area are returned to their pre-event 
conditions, we will close a very successful event.

I have had a number of people volunteer to help with 
the Fun Ride, but more are still needed. I will have a 
signup sheet at the March Stated meeting and when I 
come to visit each Club and Unit in March, April and 
May.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at this 
event because we will be having a good time.

Fundraising Committee
by Bruce Drewes, High Priest & Prophet
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March is a focus on our Ladies, 
such as National Women’s 
History Month Mar 1 – 31.

Besides your mother who are 
female heroes that are so 
inspirational,  I mentioned a few 
below from an internet  search.  
What great stories each has to 

remind us how important examples they are in our lives 
(www.biography.com/history-culture/g43336252/famous-
women-in-history).

Aretha Franklin, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Rita Moreno, 
Queen Elizabeth II, Malala Yousafzai. Michelle Kwan, 
Amelia Earhart, Halle Berry, Lucille Ball, Maya Angelo, 
Rosa Parks, x Vera Wang, Marie Curie, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Serena Williams, Jane Austen, Sally Ride, 
Susan B. Anthony, Mother Teresa  

President Jimmy Carter's Message to the nation designating 
March 2-8, 1980 as National Women’s History Week.

“From the first settlers who came to our shores, from the 
first American Indian families who befriended them, men 
and women have worked together to build this nation. Too 
often the women were unsung and sometimes their 
contributions went unnoticed. But the achievements, 
leadership, courage, strength, and love of the women who 
built America were as vital as that of the men whose 
names we know so well.”

As Dr. Gerda Lerner has noted, “Women’s History is 
Women’s Right.” – It is an essential and indispensable 
heritage from which we can draw pride, comfort, 
courage, and long-range vision.”

I ask my fellow Americans to recognize this heritage with 
appropriate activities during National Women’s History 
Week, March 2-8, 1980.

Chaplain’s Corner
by David Triplett, Chaplain

Guns & Ammo
Buy, Sell or Trade
Bob Julian
rmjulian@aol.com

208-863-4626
Phone or Text

Boise, Idaho

We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer

I urge libraries, schools, and community organizations to 
focus their observances on the leaders who struggled for 
equality – – Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth, Lucy
Stone, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriet 
Tubman, and Alice Paul.
Understanding the true history of our country will help us 
to comprehend the need for full equality under the law for 
all our people.

This goal can be achieved by ratifying the 27th 
Amendment to the United States Constitution, which states 
that “Equality of Rights under the Law shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any state on 
account of sex.”

As Shriners and Masons, recall the Four Cardinal virtues we 
are taught, Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice. 
From a Florida Lodge here are some thoughts on Justice:

For Masons, Justice is that standard or boundary of right 
which enables us to render to every man his just due without 
distinction. Justice must always dictate fairness, honesty, 
morality, and neutrality in the treatment of all of mankind, 
more especially a Brother Mason. The exercise of this virtue 
incites us to act toward others in a manner that we wish they 
would act toward us. Sound familiar? Love your neighbor 
as yourself.

I think the use of the word Mankind is inclusive to all 
humanity, especially our Ladies.

A young mother in Mazatlan who helps us while there on 
vacation has a nightly ritual with her young daughter with 
the use of positive affirmation. Before prayer she is told to 
say  “I am loved, I am strong, I am smart, I am Happy”. 

Think how you could use this in your life,  

Be the example!!

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biography.com%2Fhistory-culture%2Fg43336252%2Ffamous-women-in-history&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf841fd1a2d3c492f9fca08dc33c81e3d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638442181797950899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FyOt4l48NcX8f2zwXuwqUFFsYkO9obIdtE2MnA%2Bs%2FWM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biography.com%2Fhistory-culture%2Fg43336252%2Ffamous-women-in-history&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf841fd1a2d3c492f9fca08dc33c81e3d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638442181797950899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FyOt4l48NcX8f2zwXuwqUFFsYkO9obIdtE2MnA%2Bs%2FWM%3D&reserved=0
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SAVE THE DATE
May 18, 2024

More Information
Coming Soon!

Potentate’s 
Nobility Ball

33

EL KORAH BOISE, ID

OM R E EZ  I ING  2R 0E 2N 4E

Support the 

Shrine Circus!

Support the 

Shrine Circus!

The Patrol has been quite busy this winter.  In 
addition to the three Crab feed weekends, 
which made many crab eaters very happy, 
we’ve been busy in some of the Blue Lodges.

On January 15th. we were honored to pass two 
Entered Apprentices to Fellow Craft in Idaho 
Lodge #1.  They are members of Weiser #23 
and Salubria #31.  ‘

We’re hoping to do more in the future.  Here is 
picture of the two new Fellowcrafts and the 
attendees.  Thanks to the WM and Idaho #1 for 
providing the platform for the work.

Black Light Patrol
by , PatrolmanMerl Mews



The Greeters had a very exciting month of February. 
It started out with the Clubs and Units meeting at the 
Boise Masonic Center. Then on February 10th we had 
our Sweetheart Brunch at the Riverside Hotel. We 
had a great showing about 40 attended. 

Ray Aas was the winner of the custom fez case made 
and donated by Noble Dave Roberts.

We also brought in 2 new members Bob Julian and 
his Lady Donna and Anthony Patterson and his Lady 
Charlene.

In March we will going back to Casa Mexico for our 
dinner meeting. It is located at 10332 Fairview Ave in 
Boise starting at 6pm. We have two speakers Past 
Potentate Rick Holloway will speak about his Lady 
Jackie being installed as Supreme Queen Daughters 
of the Nile position. And Erin from Ada County 
Highway District (ACHD) will speak on our Boise 
area roads.

Greeters  
by Bob Martin, President
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2024 Potentate’s 
Challenge Coin

Just a heads up  .  .  .    You’ll want to 
start bringing your Challenge Coin 
with you whenever you attend a Shrine 
gathering, such as a Stated Meeting.

You never know when a Potentate’s 
special drawing might pop up. 

Membership 
by Dave Brannan, Chairman

We continue to work the Sojourner's list of Shriners that have moved 
to our area and we are starting to see some new faces from other 
Temples at our Stated meetings. We are also seeing El Korah 
Shriners that are becoming active again now that we are in a location 
at the Boise Masonic Center with easier access and better parking. At 
the February Stated meeting, I counted 40 Nobles in attendance.  

We had a great Super Bowl Party at the Boise Masonic Center, with 
about 50 people in attendance. It was a fantastic game and we had a 
great Potluck. The bar also had a good day.

The Shrine will be hosting a Family FUNdraiser Puzzle Competition 
like the one we had in May 2022. This one will be  on March 23rd at 
6pm at the Meridian 47 Masonic Lodge (800 E 2nd Street, 
Meridian). The cost is $40 per table. See the flyer in the Desert Dust. 

RSVP to EksMemCmte@gmail.com

Come and join our Cigar group for a Cigar and a beverage at 
Sturman’s on Sunday March 24th at 3:30pm, at 4204 W. Chinden 
Blvd., Garden City. We hope to see you there.

We are planning many more events throughout the year. Look for 
information about future events in the Desert Dust and on Constant 
Contact. 

We have 93 members that have not paid their 2024 dues yet. If you 
haven’t paid your dues, please take care of this as soon as possible.  
Call the Recorder at (208) 343-0571 to make arrangements.

Please do your part to help our Temple grow. Talk to men you know 
who would be good Masons about your Masonic journey. 

mailto:EksMemCmte@gmail.com
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Daughters of the Nile
by , Princess BadouraSidonia Miller

Spring is upon us and it is time to look back at the past year 
and forward to the possibilities of the new year.

February saw us having not one but two stated sessions as our 
January Ceremonial was unfortunately snowed out. We 
welcomed two new Daughters at the Obligation Ceremony 
during our regular Session and had a beautiful Memorial 
Ceremony where we Honored all our Past Queens and 
Princesses who passed during the year.

March is a busy month with club meetings, Sewing and Cards 
and elections and appointments of Officers for the coming 
year. Installation will be held April 6th. The Luncheon 
honoring our current Queen Debbi deBoer is March 2nd. We 
are looking forward to the School of Knowledge on March 
23rd, this reminds us of our history and the importance of our 
Philanthropy. We were able to send requested items to the 
Portland Hospital and the Salt Lake Clinic due to the 
generosity of the Clubs in Boise and Treasure Valley and 
Eastern Idaho.

Committees are forming as we plan our fundraising events, 
the Annual Golf Tournament on August 3rd, the Halloween 
Fun Run October 26th and the Fashion Show November 16th.

The 108th Annual Supreme Session June 9-13, 2024 is 
creating excitement as we will be welcoming Daughter's of 
the Nile from throughout the United States, Canada and 
Brazil. They are all “Meeting Us In Boise”!

 

000000

Potentate Ric Bobier has authorized a special Potentate’s 
2024 Challenge Coin. The front side of the coin has the 
Potentate’s pin on it while the back side has the Scottish 
Rite emblem in recognition of Ric’s longtime service to 
that organization. 

Potentate’s Challenge Coin
by Bruce Drewes, Fundraising Committee Chair

Front Side Back Side

Potentate’s 2024 Challenge Coin

Only 500 of these beautiful coins have been created and 
will be offered for sale to the Nobility and the general 
public for $20.00 dollars each. 

Anyone can own one of these keepsakes! 

In addition to being a wonderful souvenir of the Potentate’s 
memorable year, each coin will have a unique number 
stamped on it that will be used in a drawing held near the 
end of 2024. Two numbers will be randomly drawn and the 
holders of the lucky coins with the drawn numbers will be 
winners of a $500.00 gift card grand prize. 

Yes, you’ll have two chances to win a $500.00 gift card!

The proceeds of this fundraiser will be set aside for future 
El Korah activities. 

NOTE.  Proceeds support El Korah Shrine, payments are 
not deductible as Charitable Contributions.

Shriners Receive An 
Extra 10% Discount

(208) 461-6101
Fax 461-9738    

4500 E Greenhurst Rd
Nampa, Idaho 83686       

ADAMS
GARDENS

REALTOR
R

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

Keller Williams Realty Boise

RON BISHOP
Associate Broker

(208) 870-6075

For all your Real Estate needs
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2024 Crab Feed

2024 Super Bowl Party
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I Have a Quilting Project!
Noble Steve Priest is looking for any old uniforms with emblems on 
them that could be used for making quilts. If you have something 
that might be useful, please contact Steve directly via text or email.

(208) 869-1752      pspriest1@gmail.com
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DON 
Installations

Greeters
Players

 

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg

Tin Lizzies

High Country 
Sidewinders

Cameleers
Sand Duners

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls SC

Black Light 
Patrol

El Korah
 Clowns

Snake River SC

Gold Rush 
SC

APRIL 2024
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

     1 2   

3   4   5   6   7   8 9   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Ice Breaker
Twin Falls

Scottish Rite 
Reunion

Family 
FUNdraiser

Puzzle Night

Greeters
Players

Scottish Rite 
Reunion

Provost Guard

Stated Mtg

Tin Lizzies

High Country 
Sidewinders

Cameleers
Sand Duners

Board/Divan
Meeting

Twin Falls SC

Black Light 
Patrol

El Korah Clowns
Snake River SC

Scottish Rite 
Reunion

Gold Rush SC

MARCH 2024
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

31


