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To that

undiscovered country

2025 Divan
Elected Officers
Potentate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray Breshears

Chief Rabban. . . . . . . . . . . . David Brannan

Assistant Rabban . . . . . . . . . Bruce Drewes

High Priest & Prophet. . . . . . Jason Morales

Oriental Guide . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Harkins

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Will Votaw, PP

Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wayne Foster

Appointed Divan
st1  Ceremonial Master . . . . Darrell Forrester
nd2  Ceremonial Master . . . . . . . . Bob Martin 

Marshal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mischa Brady

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Triplett

Captain of the Guard . . . . . . . . . . Gail Sivey

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rod Baldwin

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Patterson 

Other Divan Positions
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Bishop

Assistant Director . . . . . . . . . . Robert Mahar

Assistant Chaplain. . . . . . . . . . . Skylor Lenz

Chief Potentate’s Aide . . . . . Jake Matthews

Ambassador Coordinator. . . . . . Mitch Davis

Potentate’s Aides
Aides. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sand Duners

Chief Aide Emeritus . . . . . . . . . . . Dick Swift
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Editor’s Notice

The Desert Dust is published 
monthly, except July and August.

Submissions are Due by 
the of the Month

 
20th

Please be prompt!! Remember, the 
Editor is volunteering his time to 

publish the newsletter. 

Pictures should include a caption, 
if appropriate. 

Email your submission to Gary at

gsbetts@msn.com 

Hospital Board Members
Salt Lake City . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Brannan

Portland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Randall

Phone Numbers
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (208) 343-0571

Desert Dust
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Betts

gsbetts@msn.com

Assistant Editor . . . . . . . . Rick Holloway, PP
elkorahdesertdust@gmail.com

2025 Shrine Dues were due 

by 12/31/24. 

If you do not have a current 2025 
dues card, you are delinquent and 

cannot attend meetings, etc. 

Avoid the dreaded NPD list and 
contact the Recorder’s Office today 

(343-0571).

Did you know that El Korah’s 
budget relies on members paying 

their dues on time? 

You dues help pay our bills and 
keep our doors open. 

Wed, September 10th, 7:30 pm
Boise Masonic Center - Westgate

Next Stated Meeting

DESERT DUST

Advertise Your Business
in the Desert Dust!

Reach out to the Nobility, Ladies and 
friends in the online and printed 
versions of the Desert Dust. El Korah 
publishes 10  annually.newsletters

For a member-owned business
a regular-sized ad is just

$50.00 per year

Contact the Recorder’s Office for 
larger ads, single issue ads, and ads for 
non-member owned businesses. 

Submit your ad to the Desert Dust 
today!

Ronald Warnke . . . . . . . . . 5/3/2025

Merl Mews. . . . . . . . . . . . 5/19/2025

There is NO June Stated Meeting

mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
mailto:gsbetts@msn.com
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Potentate’s Message  by Ray Breshears

I hope this message finds you 
well as we step into what 
promises to be a vibrant and 
eventful June. Parade season is 
officially underway and the 
month ahead is filled with 
opportunities to gather, 
celebrate, and serve together.

May Highlights — May was a 
month full of memorable 
moments and meaningful 
connections:

Our annual Cinco de Mayo 
celebration was a lively and 

A Message of Gratitude — I am truly heartened by the 
remarkable support and enthusiasm shown by our Nobles 
and Ladies this year. Seeing so many of you engaged once 
again – whether participating in events, lending a hand 
behind the scenes, or simply showing up to reconnect – 
means more than words can express.

If you've been considering getting involved, now is the 
perfect time to step forward. Whether you're looking to 
contribute your time, energy, or fellowship, there is always 
room – and always a need – for you. Every hand helps carry 
our mission further.

well-attended event enjoyed by all.

Gold Rush Shrine Club held their May meeting at the Boise 
Masonic Center, offering a great chance for fellowship and 
camaraderie.

Our Spring Ceremonial in Jerome began with the solemn 
news of a Black Camel that touched us all deeply. In the 
spirit of resilience, we continued with purpose and proudly 
welcomed seven new Nobles into our Shrine. A heartfelt 
thank-you goes out to the Twin Falls Shrine Club for hosting 
such a well-organized and impactful event.

The Twin Falls Annual North-South Shrine Football Game 
was held on May 26th, showcasing the dedication of our 
Nobles and community to our mission.

June Events — There's no shortage of activities this month, 
and I encourage everyone to join in where they can:

» No stated meeting in June

» June 8 . . . . . . . . Gold Rush

» June 17-22 . . . . Shrine Circus

» June 28 . . . . . . . ATV-UTV Fun Run

» Jun 29-Jul 3 . . . Imperial Session in Atlanta, GA
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Potentate Ray Breshears
and Lady Lonna

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

MLSREALTOR
R

GO STRATE TO SOLD
GENE STRATE    ROTY 2009

Over 50 Years in Real Estate

R E A L T Y    G R O U P

1099 S Wells St, Meridian 83642
(208) 377-8850     gene@genestrate.com

Guns & Ammo

Buy, Sell or Trade
Bob Julian
rmjulian@aol.com

208-863-4626
Phone or Text

Boise, Idaho

We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer
We’ll estimate value and
make you an offer

Together, we are stronger. Together, 
we make it possible for more children 
to receive the care they need through 
our hospitals and clinics. And 
together, we bring healing, hope, and 
joy where it's needed most.

TOGETHER WE CAN!

2025 El Korah Potentate 

Ray

Potentate's fez lunch in Twin Falls prior to the 
North/South Shrine Football Game
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First Lady’s Project  by Lonna Breshears

ADAPTIVE BIKE PROGRAM FOR SHRINERS CHILDREN’S IN SALT LAKE
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Nobility Birthdays for June, July and August
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The Recorder's Office has been working hard to improve the 
communication between the office and the membership. If 
you know of anyone that does not receive the constant 
contacts let us know so we can fix it. We are currently going 
through the membership records to make sure we have all 
the emails corrected. 

Upcoming Events – I am working on some summer events 
to get the membership together for some fun and fellowship 
such as a picnic with a Corn hole Tournament. 

The 2025 Jaialdi Festival is July 29 - August 3 in Boise. 
Maybe we can do a Fez Day at the festival?

If you can think of an event you would like to see done let 
me know and I will see if it can be done.

Patient Travel Report – For the month of May we sent 10 
patients to Portland, Spokane, and Salt Lake City and spent 
a total of $3,363.75. We also added three new patients in the 
last month.  

Recorder’s Ramblings 
by Wayne Foster, Recorder

Greeters  
by Bob Martin, President

The Greeters will be dark in June thru August. We did have 
our May meeting at the Boise Masonic Center which Wayne 
Foster cooked a fabulous meal. 

We did get some Greeters down to Jerome for the 
Ceremonial which was a great time. Hope to see some 
Greeters up at Idaho City for the Shriners Fun Ride in June. 
Another event we will be participating in will be helping out 
at the Shrine Circus which is also in June. 

Don’t forget we have our Greeters Picnic in August. 
Everyone have a great Summer!
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Summer is upon us so let us 
talk Baseball. It is that time of 
year. It is not only an 
American parable but a 
universal Parable. It is about 
coming home and having a 
reunion with those who care 
about you the most. 

In baseball, you belong to a team. As Shriners and their 
ladies, we are the team. From my personal experience, upon 
arriving at one of our meetings and being greeted with “Hi 
David, so good to see you”, I really feel this home plate 
greeting.  For me, this is particularly true at the Gold Rush 
Shrine Club meetings in Idaho City and at Greeter’s 
activities. At Greeters we practice greeting.

Keep up the good work because that keeps our team 
members coming back.

I was so impressed with the special Homecoming for Her 
Supreme Majesty, Jackie Holloway (the Home Run Queen). 
All of her team put in such efforts to welcome her HOME.  
We can learn a lot from our Ladies, right?

Now you are (up to bat) starting at Home plate. This is where 
we start and where we want to return.

All baseball fans know there are 4 bases, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 
HOME.  The object and the goal is to get on base by getting 
a walk, getting a hit, getting hit, and then travel, the three 
bases to home plate and score with great cheers from your 
team and fans. Let us not forget the practiced opposition or 
nay-sayers that are trying to put you out. It might being 
picked off by the pitcher if you take too long of a lead, or 
getting trapped between the second and third basemen and 
tagged out. Such dangers are part of the game.  

Let us celebrate HOME as Shriners and Masons with the 
state of belonging and the unbreakable bond of brotherhood 
with the common goal to help our Shrine children. 

Chaplain’s Corner
by David Triplett, Chaplain

REALTOR
R

OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING

Keller Williams Realty Boise

RON BISHOP
Associate Broker

(208) 870-6075

For all your Real Estate needs

Nomads 
by Brad Foltman, Scout

Summary of our latest 
Nomad Outing .  .  .

Hagerman, ID
May 22 - 25, 2025

NOMADS  
R FUN! with the

on our 
campouts

Hosts:  Angie & Jim Voyles, Susan & Richard Broemeling 
and Rita & Brad Foltman.  We gathered on Thursday the 
22nd, and had a wonderful social gathering with heavy hors 
d'oeuvres.  On Friday evening we enjoyed a potluck that 
included Bratz, Sauerkraut, Chili, Salads with all the fixins, 
and desserts, desserts and 
more desserts.  One of the 
highlights was helping Jim 
and Barbara Stokes celebrate 
their 70th wedding 
anniversary and Nomad 
membership of 30 years. 

Saturday morning we enjoyed 
a super breakfast with a big 
thank-you to Angie, Susan and 
Rita.  Saturday evening we 
went to the Snake River Grill 
and enjoyed the conversations, 
but we made sure we reserved 
time for more food.

Sunday morning we all packed up and headed for home so 
that we could all enjoy the rest of the Memorial Day weekend.  
Safe travels was had by all.

Our next outing: La Grande Hot Springs RV Resort
65182 Hot Lake Lane 
 (Recommend using Exit 265.)
La Grande, OR  97850
Phone:  (541) 963-5253
Dates:  Arrive June 24, Depart June 27

Nomads — Come join the fun!
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Portland Shrine Hospital Report
by Ill Sir Joe Randall

SHRINERS CHILDREN’S PORTLAND HOSPITAL 
NOMINATED FOR 

THE BEST PLACES TO WORK!!!!!

Our Portland Hospital has been nominated by the Portland 
Business Journal as one of the best places to work in the 
Large Companies category. The independent survey used to 
select these nominees includes businesses in the State of 
Oregon and Southwest Washington. For the past three years 
the Portland Business Journal has surveyed executives and 
employees at nominated workplaces in the region on what 
makes their companies great. Working with research firm 
Quantum Workplaces, the winners are selected based on 
surveys. The winners of each category will be highlighted in 
Portland Business Journal's August Printed Edition.

The Shriners Children’s Hospital was one of eight nominees 
in the Large Company Category. Regardless of who actually 
wins it is a great honor just to be nominated. It is a reflection 
of the outstanding efforts of our Executive and Management 
staff. Being one of the best places to work is reflected in our 
Portland Hospital's continued growth over the past several 
years. It has taken a great effort by our executive, 
management staff and employees working together to 
achieve our goals. SHRINE CIRCUSSHRINE CIRCUS

Shrine Circus  
by Gail Sivey, Chairman

I again would like to thank everyone for all the support I 
have been given. 

I need to talk about the Circus 
program again .  .  .

I have heard many units have 
decided to purchase an ad in the 
Circus Program, but I have not 
seen them.  

If you are planning on having 
an ad in the program,  I need to 
have them ASAP.  Please get 
them to me now, email the ads 
to me at gailsivey@gmail.com. 

SHRINERS CHILDREN’S PORTLAND HOSPITAL 
EXPANDS ITS CLINICS

After two years of extensive search for a health clinic 
location in Vancouver Washington, we have finally signed a 
lease for this clinic.

This clinic will require renovations to meet our needs. It is 
estimated these renovations will be complete by Fall 2025. 
The Vancouver clinic will operate Monday through Friday 
each week. Our Portland Hospital currently has clinics in 
Medford and Redmond Oregon. These clinics provide 
localized health care for children needing outpatient 
medical procedures, they also provide screening for patients 
needing medical procedures performed at our Portland 
Hospital.

If anyone has any questions about our Portland Hospital, 
please reach out to me via text, email, or phone. I am 
always willing to provide additional information regarding 
the Portland Hospital. If you have any questions about what 
it is like to serve on the Board of Governors please contact 
me. I would be happy to tell you what it is like and how 
rewarding it is to serve on the Portland Board of Governors. 
Each year there are openings on the Board. Please reach out 
to our Temple Recorder (Wayne Foster) he can provide you 
with information regarding the application process.

Shriners Receive An 
Extra 10% Discount

(208) 461-6101
Fax 461-9738    

4500 E Greenhurst Rd
Nampa, Idaho 83686       

ADAMS
GARDENS



Salt Lake Shriners Children’s Clinic
by Dave Brannan, Salt Lake Board of Governors

The Shriners Children’s Clinic in Salt Lake City is 
committed to its mission of providing “The Best Care 
Anywhere” and “Caring for More Kids in More Places.” 

The 100 Gala, which celebrated a century of operation for 
the Shriners Children's Clinic, took place on May 10th at the 
Eccles Alumni House on the University of Utah Campus. 
Hundreds attended, including five Nobles from El Korah and 
their significant others. There were two Past Potentates who 
are Emeritus Board of Governors members: Illustrious Sir 
Gary Adams and Illustrious Sir Ray Westmoreland. Also 
attending were current Board of Governors members Noble 
Kristapher Carney and Chief Rabban Dave Brannan and 
Noble Jeremy Barnette who is an applicant for the 2026 
Board of Governors. The Gala featured two Shriners 
Children’s Ambassadors who delivered inspiring 
presentations. The Gala’s goal was to raise $300,000 and it 
appears that this goal was surpassed.

The Walk for Love is scheduled for September 20th at the 
Hogle Zoo in Salt Lake City. Meeka Pederson is compiling a 
list of attendees and has provided small save-the-date forms 
with information about a recommended hotel for the event. 
If you would like one of these forms, please let me know. 
Meeka and I are eager to gather a group from our area to 
represent the El Korah Shriners and the Daughters of the 
Nile Iras Temple #40 at this event.

As of the end of April, the Philanthropy Department has 
raised 40.1% of its $4,750,000 goal for 2025.

In April, 70 clinics were held over 22 available clinic days, 
resulting in 745 individual patient visits. The month 
included 58 surgical procedures and 3 infusions, along with 
582 therapy sessions and 30 motion analysis sessions. The 
Orthotics and Prosthetics Department successfully delivered 
309 orthotic devices and 7 prosthetics, totaling 316 devices. 
Additionally, the wheelchair department attended to 148 
wheelchairs throughout the month.

Please see the attached one-sheet titled “Influencing 
Treatment and Improving Lives through Research.” 

If you have any questions regarding the Shriners Children's 
Clinic in Salt Lake City or about joining the Board of 
Governors, feel free to reach out to me at 
dlbran73@gmail.com or (208) 340-5273.
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Shriners Children’s Salt Lake City 100 Year Gala
by Dave Brannan, Chief Rabban

DESERT DUST June 2025Page 11



Page 12 DESERT DUST June 2025

FUN, FELLOWSHIP and PHILANTHROPY
by Bruce Drewes, Assistant Rabban

The three primary principles of El Korah work in 
partnership with the basic principles of masonic bodies.  
What has been happening within El Korah lately that meets 
the core requirements of the organization?

Potentates Ball on April 12th in Boise

The Potentates Ball, held at the Western Town Building at 
Idaho Expo, was attended by about sixty people who found 
the Western Town turned into an Egyptian location. Nobles 
met together to share food and drink as they moved about 
the room to the music of Rock’n Rooster.

Spring Ceremonial on May 17th in Jerome

At the Spring Ceremonial we Created 7 new Nobles from 
Mackay, Twin Falls and Boise. The Ceremonial was held in 
the Jerome Elks Building, but the real fun was at the Ladies 
Luncheon and the Hospitality Bar later that evening. Nobles 
from across the state were in attendance to watch the 
various performances. The Ceremonial Banquet had 54 
Nobles and Ladies seated for dinner. Afterwards, everyone 
danced to the music provided by Music Monkey, an 
excellent DJ from Twin Falls. Rumors have it that the fun 
did not end until 2:00 am.
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FUN, FELLOWSHIP and PHILANTHROPY (cont.)
by Bruce Drewes, Assistant Rabban

North/South Football Game 
May 25th in Twin Falls

The Twin Falls Shrine Club sponsored their annual North/ 
South Football Game at Twin Falls High School. Most of 
the Divan and members of the Twin Falls club met for the 
annual Fez Lunch at KOTO Brew pub for a bite of lunch 
before heading over to the game. The two games had 
lineups of some of the best football players in the area, as 
well as some tasty treats served from the food trucks. 

At half time of the 8-man game, one of the players and 
former Hospital patient Bryce Sterling (you may remember 
him from the article in the January Desert Dust) presented 
an oversized check for $4,213.00 to Potentate Ray 
Breshears and Chief Rabban David Brannan (Shriners 
Children’s Salt Lake Board of Governors). The check was 
from his quilt raffle project and went to Shriners Children’s 
Salt Lake. Thank you for your support, Bryce!

Both the 8-man and 11-man teams played well and the 
games were exciting and enjoyable. 

Upcoming Opportunities for Fun, 
Fellowship and Philanthropy

» First Ladies Project – June 7th

» Shrine Circus – Idaho Falls on June 17th, Rupert on 

June 18, Jerome on June 19th and Boise on June 20-22

» Emmett Cherry Festival Parade – June 14th

» Meridian Dairy Days Parade – June 21st

» El Korah Fun Ride – June 28th in Idaho City — 

“Idaho's Gold and Masonic History” UTV/ATV ride

El Korah may be dark during the summer, but we still have 
many opportunities for Fellowship and Fun! Don't miss the 
boat!
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Daughters of the Nile
by Shellie Smith, Princess Badoura

Iras Temple thoroughly enjoyed our Kentucky Derby watch 
party—filled with laughter, delicious food, and unforgettable 
memories. Not only did we cheer on the big race, but we also 
held a fun little race of our own!

May has been packed with exciting events, including our 
second Stated Session, where we proudly celebrated Iras 
Temple’s 98th birthday. Princess Debra Baum and Princess 
Shad Cavoulas led a delightful workshop teaching members 
how to make polymer clay jewelry. The results were 
beautiful and everyone had a wonderful time.

Whoever says the Daughters of the Nile go quiet in the 
summer clearly hasn’t met the ladies of Iras Temple No 40! 
While we may not hold regular sessions during the warmer 
months, that doesn't mean we’re slowing down. Several of 
our members will be heading to Las Vegas in June for the 
109th Annual Supreme Session.

Mark your calendars! The Iras Temple Guard is hosting a 
Bunco Party on July 25th at 6:00 PM. Whether you’re a 
seasoned player, a beginner, or just want to join in the fun 
and laughter, everyone is welcome!

Join us on August 2nd at Lakeview Golf Course for a fun-
filled day on the green. The tournament kicks off with a 
shotgun start at 8:00 AM, so gather your team and get 
ready for a great time—all for a meaningful cause!

Sponsorships benefit Shriners Children’s® through the 
Daughters of the Nile Foundation, helping us support the 
children who need it most. Come swing for a purpose—we 
can’t wait to see you there!

Be sure to mark your calendars for a few more upcoming 
events!

Our Annual Picnic will take place on Saturday, August 
9th from 11:00 AM to 1:30 PM at Winstead Park in 
Boise—a perfect time to relax, connect, and enjoy the 
sunshine together.

Then, on September 20th, we’ll be heading to Shriners 
Children’s Salt Lake City® to participate in the Walk 
for Love—a meaningful event supporting the children. We 
hope to see you there!
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Scan to 
Register 
Online
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Proceeds from Golf Registration Fees Support Iras Temple No 40 and are NOT Tax Deductible
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Scan to 
Sponsor 
Online
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Summer PNSA Session 
by Ill Sir Ric Bobier, 3rd Vice President PNSA 

The Officers of the Pacific Northwest Shrine Association 
(PNSA) have prepared the PNSA Summer Session. It will 
be held July 17 – 19 in Wenatchee and Leavenworth, WA, 
which are a short 22 miles apart. This area of Washington 
State is very beautiful and inviting with a tremendous 
number of things to do and see. Both cities will keep you 
as busy as you’d like.

The theme is “Family and Fraternal Fun” with an emphasis 
on “Old Fashioned Picnics”. PNSA Summer Sessions are 
absolutely all about having fun, meeting new people and 
re-establishing old friendships with our regional Shrine 
Temples. Please consider attending and supporting your 
Temple and the PNSA. This is a family-oriented event and 
we hope that your schedule will allow you to attend.

If you have any questions or need further clarification, 
contact Noble Recorder Wayne Foster at the Recorders’s 
Office (343-0571)

Room Rates are about $140.00 range in Wenatchee at the 
Coast Hotel. We have blocked out 65 rooms until Friday 
July 1st when any unreserved rooms will be released. 
Please get your room reserved before the hotel registration 
deadline.

The Coast Hotel is in Downtown Wenatchee and the 
beginning of the Downtown shopping area. Six blocks of 
shops and restaurants with retailers anxious to welcome 
Shriners and their Ladies.

There will be a Civic Parade and a Clown College, but no 
competitions. We’ll have a couple of get-togethers and 
events both in Wenatchee and Leavenworth, but events held 
in Leavenworth are required to have a Bavarian theme, so 
we are still working through that.

Be aware that July 17–19 conflicts with our Grand Master’s 
Conference in Boise and the East/West Shrine Football 
Game is the following weekend in Baker City.

Printed Summer PNSA registration forms are available in 
the Recorder’s Office. To register online, go to:

shrinerspnsa.wildapricot.org/events

PNSA Highlights

Thursday July 17th
 All Day Welcome to Wenatchee at the Coast Hotel

Friday July 18th
 All Day  Shop Downtown in Wenatchee & Leavenworth
 8:00 am Clown College
 1:00 pm Family Picnic Leavenworth (German Food)
 6:00 pm Counterparts Get-together

Saturday July 19th
 10:00 am Parade Downtown Wenatchee (8 Blocks, easy)
 11:00 am More Shopping in Wenatchee (Prizes)
 1:00 pm Family Picnic in Wenatchee
 6:00 pm Presidents Banquet (B-Sitters Masonic Lodge)

NOTE.  All Times subject to change    
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DON Supreme Session - Las Vegas

Idaho Falls BoiseJerome BoiseRupert
Recorder’s Office

CLOSED

Shrine Circus Shrine Circus Shrine Circus Shrine Circus Shrine Circus

Boise
Shrine Circus

Imperial Session - Atlanta, GA

       

JUNE 2025
Sat

       

JULY 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

       

AUGUST 2025
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

Baker City
Parade & 

Football Game

Imperial Session - Atlanta, GA

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Meridian 
Dairy Days Parade

     1 2   

3   4   5   6   7   8 9   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Baker City
Social

Baker E/W
Football

Cameleers
Shrine Hospital

Bike Ride

DON Golf
Tournament

Gold Rush SC
at BMC 

Westgate

Father’s Day

Emmett
Cherry Festival

Parade

El Korah
UTV Fun Ride

Idaho City
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